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	Necessary Element
	1 point 
	3 points
	5 points

	Introduction to Social Issue/ Problem Definition
5 points
	The social issue is vague or overly broad. It’s unclear what the major dimensions of the issue are. 
	The social problem has been defined with a cursory discussion of the significant elements. There is either a missing description of who is impacted or the significant proponents/opponents of this issue. 
	The social problem has been clearly but succinctly defined. The issue has been framed in a comprehensive and sophisticated way. This includes providing a description of the social problem, identifying who is impacted (i.e., the population), specifically how they are impacted, and who are the significant proponents/opponents of the issue. 


	
	Less than 5
	6-7 points
	8-10 points

	Analysis of Two Competing Sides of the Social Issue
10 points 
(5 per side presented)
	Two positions have been developed but they have not been connected to theories of social justice/political ideologies or reflect a misunderstanding of these theories. Does not clearly articulate a sound understanding of theories of justice or underlying political ideologies. Work indicates an underdeveloped understanding of theories of justice, underlying political ideologies, one’s own understanding of justice, and their relationship to work/welfare issues and problems.
	Each side is presented, and evidence is provided for how these positions illustrate a social justice perspective (i.e. social democratic, neoliberal, etc.). There may be an imbalanced or skewed analysis of both sides of the issue.  Work indicates an emerging understanding of theories of justice, underlying political ideologies, one’s own understanding of justice, and their relationship to work/welfare issues and problems.
	Each side is clearly presented, and evidence is provided for how these positions illustrate a social justice perspective (i.e. social democratic, neoliberal, etc.). Equal attention has been paid to both sides of the issue.  Work indicates clear recognition and good understanding of theories of justice, underlying political ideologies, one’s own understanding of justice, and their relationship to work/welfare issues and problems.

	
	1
	2
	3

	Conclusion
3 points
	Position most consistent with social work is not clearly stated. There is a limited discussion on how these views are consistent or depart from the positions described in the analysis section.  There is no connection to the SW Code of Ethics. 
	Position most consistent with social work is stated. There is an overly-general discussion on how these views are consistent or depart from the positions described in the analysis section.  There is a limited description of what position NASW would take on this issue and a general connection has been made to the SW code of ethics.  
	Position most consistent with social work is clearly stated. There is a sophisticated discussion on how these views are consistent or depart from the positions described in the analysis section. There is a comprehensive description of what position NASW would take on this issue and a clear connection has been made to the SW code of ethics.  

	APA& Citation Usage
1 point
	0
	.5
	1

	
	Frequent APA errors have been made or there is a limited use of citations. 
	An effort has been made to consistently use APA, although some errors may be evident.  
	Clear use of APA and followed for each citation chosen.

	
	0
	.5
	1

	Mechanics/ Style
1 point
	and stylistic errors have been made. The paper is poorly structured and is missing one or more of the following elements: topic sentences, subject headings, clear transitions between paragraphs and a clear thesis/paper roadmap. The paper does not exceed the page limit by more than two pages
	Paper is well structured but may be missing one of the following elements: topic sentences, subject headings, clear transitions between paragraphs and a clear thesis/paper roadmap. There may be some stylistic/mechanical errors. The paper is cohesive with clear transitions between paragraphs. The paper does not exceed the page limit by more than one page.
	Paper is well structured and coherent with the use of topic sentences, subject headings, and a clear thesis/paper roadmap. Free of stylistic/mechanical errors. The paper is cohesive with clear transitions between paragraphs. The paper does not exceed the page limit. 
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